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 Roughly 180,000 people visit Dabney every year, 
according to the Oregon State Parks and Recreation 
Department. About a half-million more visit the 
other parks along the Sandy (Dodge, Oxbow, Lewis 
& Clark, and Glenn Otto) or just hike down the bank 
wherever they see an inviting stretch of sand. And 
that’s just one river. Throw in other local waterways 
like the Clackamas and the Washougal and you’re 
talking about a major sociological phenomenon—
especially (if our experience is typical) among young 
people, blue-collar folks, immigrants and eastsiders. 
They don’t have a cottage on the coast or a yacht at 
the marina. Hell, they don’t have air conditioning. 
When it gets hot, they can sweat in their houses 
with the fan cranked on high and the windows 
open and listen to the neighbors yell at their kids. 
Or they can head to the river. Beach culture? That’s 
for California. Oregon has river culture—a scene  
you cruise by inner tube, where social status is 
measured in the height of the rocks you jump off; 

where Hispanic evangelicals perform baptisms; where 
steelheaders cast their lines alongside naked sun-
worshippers; and where the chirp of birdsong mixes 
with the hoot of numbskulls chanting, “Show us yer 
tits!”
 The rivers have drawn a lot of attention over the 
past few weeks, thanks to a tragic surge in drown-
ings (see map, above) and reports of “wild parties,” 
underage drinking, litter, drug use and public sex. 
There have been 29 drownings in Oregon since May, 
an increase from previous summers. Local authorities 
have turned up the heat, sending officers to patrol 
the river on jetboats. 
 Ultimately, however, the conflicts on the water 
are likely to get worse before they get better. There 
is something irredeemably wild about the river, wild 
and lawless and dangerous. Beneath its glittering 
surface lurk the turbulent currents and opposing 
forces—law and anarchy, age and youth, civilization 
and nature—that have characterized America from 

its earliest days as a republic. They are not going 
to go away because a few deputies are handing out 
tickets at a boat launch.

Standing on the rustic, double-decker back porch of 
his house, Michael Drais gazes out at a postcard view 
of the Sandy River, which sweeps cool and green 
through stands of cottonwood, alder and maple, 
forming a quiet beach known as Big Bend. High 
above, an osprey patrols the sky while a great blue 
heron stands on a boulder liked a taciturn, feathery 

CONT. on page 23

On Oregon’s rivers, the chirp 
of birdsong mixes with the 
hoot of numbskulls chanting, 
“Show us yer tits!”

1. MAY 9 Michael Banz, 43, 
of White City. Skipper of a 
boat that capsized offshore, 2 
miles south of Coos Bay. 

2. MAY 9 Beverly Banz, 44, of White 
City (Michael Banz’s wife). 

3. MAY 9 Lawrence Jones, 
62, of White City (Michael 
Banz’s friend). 

4. MAY 17 Wallace Leclair, 40, of 
Warm Springs. Recovered May 28 
out of Deschutes River near Warm 
Springs, possible suicide. 

5. MAY 25 Danny Hood, 17, of 
Myrtle Point. Drowned swimming in 
Coquille River while intoxicated.  

6. MAY 29 Thomas Bieren, 14, of 
Umatilla. Dove into Umatilla River 
from a dam and hit his head. 

7. JUNE 8 Fred Oringdulph Jr., 78, 
of Portland. Fell into Wallowa River 
and was trapped under a rock. 

8. JUNE 12 Patrick Falepapalangi, 
16, of Portland. Swimming in very 
cold water in Willow Lake; yelled for 
help, but his friends thought he was 
joking. 

9. JUNE 17 Nicole Shelene 
Johnson, 21, of Winston. Swim-
ming in Ben Irving Reservoir 
in Douglas County. 

10 JUNE 23 Geoffrey Michael Reyn-
olds, 29, of Portland. Tried to rescue 
others while rafting in the Clacka-
mas River near Barton Park. 

1  JUNE 24 Maria Martinez, 
13, of Salem. Swimming in 
Walter Wirth Lake in Salem, 
a no-swimming area.

1  JUNE 24 Ralph Rittenour, 62, of 
Brandon. Fell into the John Day River 
while mowing his lawn.  

1  JUNE 24 Edward Wyatt 
Jr., 40, of Gresham. Died 
from internal injuries after 

bellyflopping into Sandy River 
at Dabney State Park.  

14 JUNE 25 Clara Elias-Ascencio, 11, 
of Gresham. Fell into Roslyn Lake in 
Clackamas County while wading. 

15 JUNE 25 John Steven Rae, 
60, of Crabtree. Drowned while 
letting three kids stand on his 
shoulders to get out of the 
South Santiam River. 

16 JUNE 26 Benito Gaspar-Almaraz, 
27, of Woodburn. Swimming in 
Molalla River at Wagon Wheel 
Park while intoxicated.  

17 JUNE 27 Dawlton Grubb, 
5, of Tenmile. Left unattended 
while swimming in cold 
water at Ben Irving Reservoir 
in DouglasCounty. 

18 JUNE 27 Raymond L. Palmer, 
70, of Ridgefield, Wash. Fell 
into the Multnomah Channel off 
Coon Island boat dock. 

19  JUNE 28 Andy Panyanouvath, 
19, of Portland. Swimming in 
strong current in the Sandy 
River at Dabney State Park. 

20  JUNE 28 William Parnell, 20, 
of Oakland. Swimming in cold 
water in the Umpqua River. 

2   JUNE 29 Darold Lee Williams, 
59, of Lebanon. Fell into the 
South Santiam River on June 23 
while retrieving his bike.

22  JULY 2 Ahmed Hussein, 20, of 
Arlington, Texas. Swimming in the 
Clackamas River near the Carver 
Boat Ramp while intoxicated.   

23  JULY 2 Mohammed Abdalo, 21, 
of Hanover Park, Ill. Swimming in 
the Clackamas River near the Carver 
Boat Ramp while intoxicated.   

24  JULY 4 Francisco 
Fernandez, 27, of Hillsboro. 
Swimming in Hagg Lake. 

25  JULY 4 Lorenzo Daniel 
Juarez Rojas, 22, of Canby. 
Slipped off ledge into the Molalla 
River at Canby City Park.

26  JULY 6 Danielle Hagler, 17, 
of Oregon City. Trapped under 
water after her raft flipped 
in the Deschutes River about 
20miles south of Maupin.

27  JULY 9 Young-Sook Kuga, 
48, of Keizer. Rafted over a 
spillway marked as hazardous in 
the Deschutes River in Bend. 

28  JULY 9 Earl Kennedy II, 64, tran-
sient from California. Found in the 
Coquille River, possible suicide. 

29  JULY 17 Harvey S. Kappeler Jr., 
60, of Pittsburgh, Penn. Rafting 
on the Rogue River near Rogue Elk 
County Park. 
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KEY:

Alcohol was 
involved in 
this acci-
dent

Victim was 
not wearing 
a life vest
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